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July 15, 1993 Contact: Greg Donley 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS DREAMY LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY SALLY GALL 
Sally Gall Photographs 
July 23-October 10, 1993 

Interpreting the natural landscape has been a concern of photographers since the earliest days of the 
medium. The Cleveland Museum of Art’s ongoing series of photography exhibitions in gallery 105, 
which has often featured the work of landscape photographers, offers a selection of highly-manipulated, 
otherworldly photographs by Sally Gall. A graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design and now a 
resident of New York City, Gall creates visions of the natural world that at once recall the earliest 
documentary landscapes and reach adventurously beyond the confines of reality. 

When so many photographers seem to strive endlessly for the ultimate technology to turn the 
scenes before them into precisely-detailed two-dimensional paper rectangles. Gall’s photographs of 
exotic natural locales reveal her affection for the image defined by diffuse, luminous forms rather than 
by the sharp rendition of detail. While the look of her work strikes many as nostalgic, harking back to 
the days of unspoiled scenery, foggy camera lenses, and crude photographic chemistry, her atmosphere 
of romantic reverie is the result of virtuoso technique. Her prints, made from extremely high-contrast 
negatives, are the result of extensive manipulation by which she selectively lightens and darkens areas 
to create the surreal tonal relationships that are the signature of her work. 

Influenced by the romantic landscapes of 19th-century photographers, but distinctly modem in 
the liberty they take with the “reality” of the scenes depicted. Gall’s photographs are pure sensual 
experiences. As she put it in a recent interview for BOMB magazine, “I want to make images that are 
so beautiful they lift you out of everyday consciousness and take you somewhere else.” This exhibi- 
tion, which includes nineteen square gelatin silver prints, was organized by Tom Hinson, curator of 
contemporary art. Admission to this exhibition and to The Cleveland Museum of Art is free. 
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